Archbishop Kurtz praises Catholic social workers

Glenn Rutherford

Speaking to Catholic Social Workers National Association, archbishop stresses the need to continue defending life and the traditional family

 

Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz told the annual gathering of the Catholic Social Workers National Association that he admires their commitment to both their profession and their faith.

Speaking Tuesday night, July 28, to the fledgling group’s second national convention in Louisville, Archbishop Kurtz praised the group’s willingness to publicly support the church’s positions on defending life and family.

The archbishop, who is the association’s episcopal moderator, noted his own long career as a social worker and described a part of his personal history when he became concerned with the public policy positions of the National Association of Social Workers. “I became troubled with what they were saying about marriage and family, and I wrote to ask to present minority opinions,” he explained. “I never heard a word from them.”

As a result, when the state of Pennsylvania — where the archbishop had served as both a priest and a social worker — passed a law creating a social work license in that state, he saw the opportunity to get the necessary work credentials without going through the National Association of Social Workers.

“So that’s what I did,” he said. “I just could not support their opposition to the sanctity of life, a position that was taken publicly by them. Now, don’t misunderstand, they do a lot of great things and do a lot of good work. But if we do not stand up for the fundamental value of life and for the value of the family, who will?”

Speaking before a gathering of nearly 40 social workers and members of the association that was formed in 2007, Archbishop Kurtz thanked them for their support of positions that respect life and the value of the family created by a man and a woman.

And he also noted that the Catholic Church, and those who support it, need to do a better job of getting their message on this issue to the American public.

“We have, as a church, not done a very good job of explaining why it is so essential for us to defend marriage,” he said. “In a sense we’re always reacting to others,” responding to criticisms or controversies rather than taking a prominent position of leadership.

Knowledge of those concerns led the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops five years ago to launch its National Pastoral Initiative on Marriage.

“All the social scientists, not just Catholic social scientists but social scientists everywhere, have said that the attacks on marriage in our society are simply a bad way to build families,” he said. “In our society — now, this is hard to believe but it’s true — the connection between the union of one man and one woman in marriage and the bringing forth of children, that connection has been severed in the minds of many.”

There are people who say such things as “I want to marry him, but I don’t think I want him to be the father of my children,” the archbishop noted.

Such thinking has led the bishops to produce, with the help of professional advertising people, four DVDs in English and one in Spanish that address the church’s position on marriage and family.

The DVD initiative is entitled “Marriage is Elemental,” and the first disk in the series stresses the natural importance of one man and one woman — the “one flesh union of man and woman,” the archbishop noted.

The second disk discusses the unity of marriage with children. The third clarifies the church’s position that preserving traditional marriage is not unjust discrimination against anyone. “The first thing we have to say is that the church has led the way on the dignity of every human person,” the archbishop said. “Our credentials on this are impeccable, as are the teachings of the church.”

The fourth DVD will address what the archbishop called the “serious erosion of religious liberty” that’s present in the national debate over marriage and family. As more and more laws are enacted that expand the definition of marriage, the effect on the church and people who follow its teachings is to erode their freedoms and liberties, the archbishop said.

“It’s very insidious,” he noted, “and has an effect on the fabric of our culture. It reduces us into a private area that says, ‘You keep what you want to say in your sanctuary and don’t come out.’ We have to find ways to show that this erosion of religious liberty will have a detrimental effect on everyone.”
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